
Questions
to

Ponder
In what ways might we put
ourselves, others, or the world
above God?

How did Samuel honor the
Lord? How do you think the
Lord will honor us if we honor
Him?

Lesson 21: “God Will Honor Those Who Honor Him”

Gospel Doctrine Sunday School Lesson

Are You:

Paying a Regular Tithe?

Being Obedient and
Keeping an Open
Heart ?

Serving the Lord with
Your Time and
Talents?
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Next Week
Lesson 22:
“The Lord Looketh 

    on the Heart”
1 Samuel 9-11

1 Samuel 13

1 Samuel 15-17

Today’s Word: Honor        

Today’s Scriptures
1 Samuel 2-3

1 Samuel 8
“Honor Four Sacred 
  Principles in Your Lives”
1) Reverence for Deity

2) Respecting and Honoring Family
Relationships

3) Reverence for and obedience to
the ordinances and covenants of
the holy priesthood

4) Respect for yourself as a son [or
daughter] of God.” *

President James E. Faust’s address to 
the priesthood emphasizes reverence
to God first on the list of the four
sacred principles he advises his
listeners/readers. Although our family
relationships are important and
sacred in themselves, Eli put his son’s 
desires above his honor to God, thus,
causing the Lord to withdraw His
Spirit from him. Samuel, on the other
hand, listened to the Lord, and
obeyed, even though he was probably
apprehensive about telling Eli what
the Lord had told him to say.—WWA
*(From “Them That Honor Me, I Will 
Honour,” Ensign, May 2001, 45.)

     “When President Tanner returned from presiding 
over the European missions, he was asked what, in his
opinion, was the most important attribute of a successful
individual or missionary. After a short pause, pondering
the implication of such a question, he spoke one word:
òbedience.’ If we do not obey, the power to obey is 

lessened. Our capability to recognize good is weakened.
As the Lord says in section 93: `And that wicked one
cometh and taketh away light and truth, through disobe-
dience.’ (D&C 93:39.)
     “Aristotle said that wicked men obey because of fear 
and that good men obey because of love.
     “Henry Ward Beecher said that ̀laws are not mas-
ters, but servants, and he rules them who obeys them.’
    “Why obey? Because there is a living God who loves
us and desires to bless us. Elder Mark E. Petersen stated,
`Our whole religion is based upon the fact of immortal-
ity. Men have come back from the dead to accomplish
the restoration of the gospel. Even God himself came.’ 
     “. . . Let this be our decision: ̀Speak thou unto us all 
that the Lord our God shall speak unto thee; and we will
hear it, and do it.’ (Deut. 5:27).” (“Elder Teddy E. Brewerton, 
“Obedience—Full Obedience,” Ensign, May 1981, 68)

Pu tt ing God F irs t :
Obedience and an Open Heart

1 Samuel 3: 10:  “And the Lord came and stood and called, 
as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered,
Speak; for thy servant heareth.” 


