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Are You:

Reading Your
Scriptures Every
Day?

Having Family Home
Evening Every
Week?

Today’s Scriptures
Acts 15: 36—18: 22

1 and 2 Thessalonians

W.W. Austin
Gospel Doctrine Teacher
wendywarrenaustin@hotmail.com
http://ideawarehouse.blogspot.com

Next Week:
Lesson 32:

  “Live in the Spirit”
Acts 18:23—20:38

Galatians

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Slippery Rock Branch
Today’s Word: porphura      

Lesson 31Lesson 31:: “And So Were “And So Were 

the Churches Established inthe Churches Established in
the Faith”the Faith”

Questions to Ponder
 How has the Spirit directed your

efforts to serve the Lord?
 Are you taking care not to criticize
or attack other people’s beliefs, 
while you share your testimony and
the truth of the gospel?

Grace and Works
Latter-day Saints believe that the same

apostolic power and authority Paul enjoyed
is evident within The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints through modern-day
prophets and apostles. The Prophet Joseph
Smith declared, “Paul perfectly understood 
the purposes of God in relation to His con-
nection with man.” It would therefore be 
logical to suppose that the Latter-day Saint
view of grace, as taught by modern-day
prophets, and the teachings found in the
writings of the Apostle Paul, when properly
understood, are the same.

Some years ago, President David O.
McKay (1873–1970) related a story which
illustrates the relationship between works
and grace. He told of a group of boys who
were learning to swim when one fell into a
treacherous hole in the stream. The boy
would have drowned but for a quick-thinking
companion who extended a branch to him
and helped pull him to shore.
     “There are those who claim that no one 
will sink and be lost if he will look to Jesus
on the shore and say, ‘I believe.’ There are 
others who declare that every one must by
his own efforts swim to the shore or be lost
forever. The real truth is that both of these
extreme views are incorrect. Christ re-
deemed all men from death which was
brought upon them through no act of theirs,
but He will not save men from their per-
sonal transgressions who will put forth no
effort themselves, any more than the young
rescuer on the river bank could have saved
the drowning lad if the latter had not seized
the means provided him. Neither can man
save himself without accepting the means
provided by Christ for man’s salvation.”
     President McKay’s illustration of the rela-
tionship between grace and works is similar
to the teachings of the Apostle Paul on the
subject. (Elder Christoffel Golden, Jr., “Words of the 
Early Apostles: Grace,” Ensign, Oct 2003, 48–52).

Lydia of the Open Heart
“Lydia, offered her home as a refuge to Paul

and Silas after their imprisonment. . . . [S]he left
Thyatira and made her home in Philippi, which was
a lively trading market between Asia and Europe.
The scriptures report that a vision directed Paul
to Macedonia and ultimately to Philippi. On the
Sabbath he met a group of women by a riverside
where they had gone to pray. . . . [H]ere Lydia
heard, opened her heart, and `attended unto the
things which were spoken of Paul.’ She was bap-
tized along with her ̀household,’ thus becoming 
the first European convert mentioned in the New
Testament, and urged Paul and Silas to take lodg-
ing in her house” (Ann Madsen, “Cameos: The Women 
of the New Testament,” Ensign, Sept. 1975, 40). 


