
The Lord’s Timing 

The Lordhas His own timetable. “My words are 
sure and shall not fail,” the Lord taught the early 
elders of this dispensation. “But,” He continued, 
“all things must come to pass in their 
time” (D&C 64:31–32).The first principle of the
gospel is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Faith
means trust—trust in God’s will, trust in His way 
of doing things, and trust in His timetable. We
should not try to impose our timetable on His.
As Elder Neal A. Maxwell (1926–2004) of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles “Since faith in 
the timing of the Lord may be tried, let us learn
to say not only, ‘Thy will 
be done,’ but patiently 
also, ‘Thy timing be done.’ 
”

Indeed, we cannot have
true faith in the Lord
without also having
complete trust in the
Lord’s will and in the 
Lord’s timing.

For a vivid illustration of the importance of
timing we can look to the earthly ministry of the
Lord and His succeeding instructions to His
Apostles. During His lifetime the Lord instructed
the Twelve Apostles not to preach to the
Gentiles but “rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel” (Matt. 10:5–6; also see Matt.
15:22–26). Then, at the appropriate time, this
instruction was reversed in a great revelation to
the Apostle Peter. Only then, at the precise time
dictated by the Lord, was the gospel taken to the
Gentiles (see Acts 10–11). As this example
shows, continuing revelation is the means by
which the Lord administers His timing. We need
that revelatory direction.

In what ways is the Church coming
out of obscurity throughout the
world?

What do these passages

D & C 1: 4-5

D & C 88:81

teach us about our responsibility
to share the gospel?

What can you do to assist in mis-
sionary work?

What are some ways you can
share the gospel with others as
part of your daily life?

What can you do to strengthen
new converts? Have you seen
members do this effectively?
————————-

The Right Thing at the
Right Time
By Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles

from a BYU devotional address January 29, 2002

Life has some strange turns. When I was a young
man I thought I would serve a mission. I gradu-
ated from high school in June 1950. Thousands
of miles away, one week after that high school
graduation, a North Korean army crossed the
38th parallel, and our country was at war. I was
17 years old, but as a member of the Utah
National Guard I was soon under orders to
prepare for mobilization and active service.
Suddenly, for me and for many other young men
of my generation, the full-time mission we had
planned was not to be.

Another example: After I served as president of
Brigham Young University for nine years, I was
released. A few months later the governor of the
state of Utah appointed me to a 10-year term on
the supreme court of this state. I was then 48
years old. My wife June and I tried to plan the
rest of our lives. We wanted to serve the full-
time mission neither of us had been privileged to
serve. We planned that I would serve 20 years
on the state supreme court. Then, at the end of
two 10-year terms, when I would be nearly 69
years old, I would retire from the supreme
court, and we would submit our missionary
papers and serve a mission as a couple.

Lesson 41: “Every Member a Missionary”

“Lesson 42: “Continuing Revelation to Latter-day Prophets”

Why is it important to understand
that Church auxiliaries, programs,
and activities exist to support the
family?

How have Church organizations
and activities strengthened your
family?

How has “Official Declaration 2” 
been a blessing to the Church?
What can we learn from the
process President Kimball went
through before receiving this
revelation?

Gospel Doctrine Sunday School Lesson

Are You:

Reading your
Book of Mormon
Daily?

Saying your
personal prayers
morning and
night?

Having Family
Home Evening?

Holding family
scripture study
every day/night?
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right thing at the right time

Today’s Lesson
Lesson 41

and

Lesson 42

Next Week’s
Lesson

Lesson 43

W.W. Austin, Gospel
Doctrine Teacher

wendywarrenaustin@hotmail.com

Kairos (Gr.)—the right or
opportune moment

(from archery—the long, tunnel-
like aperture through which the
archer’s arrow has to pass)

(from weaving—the critical time
when the weaver must draw the
yarn through a gap that momen-
tarily opens in the cloth being
woven)

“My hour has not yet come.”



Microsoft Publisher includes thou-
sands of clip art images from which
you can choose and import into
your newsletter. There are also
several tools you can use to draw
shapes and symbols.

Once you have chosen an image,
place it close to the article. Be sure
to place the caption of the image
near the image.

This story can fit 75-125 words.

Selecting pictures or graphics is an
important part of adding content to
your newsletter.

Think about your article and ask
yourself if the picture supports or
enhances the message you’re trying 
to convey. Avoid selecting images
that appear to be out of context.

Inside Story Headline

Inside Story Headline

Inside Story Headline

Today’s Word: 

“To catch the 

reader's attention,

place an interesting

sentence or quote

from the story

here.”

Caption describing
picture or graphic.

Caption de-
scribing pic-
ture or
graphic.
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This story can fit 150-200 words.

One benefit of using your newsletter
as a promotional tool is that you can
reuse content from other marketing
materials, such as press releases,
market studies, and reports.

While your main goal of distributing
a newsletter might be to sell your
product or service, the key to a
successful newsletter is making it
useful to your readers.

A great way to add useful content to
your newsletter is to develop and
write your own articles, or include a
calendar of upcoming events or a
special offer that promotes a new
product.

You can also research articles or find

“filler” articles by accessing the 
World Wide Web. You can write
about a variety of topics but try to
keep your articles short.

Much of the content you put in your
newsletter can also be used for your
Web site. Microsoft Publisher offers
a simple way to convert your news-
letter to a Web publication. So,
when you’re finished writing your 
newsletter, convert it to a Web site
and post it.

Microsoft Publisher includes thou-
sands of clip art images from which
you can choose and import into
your newsletter. There are also
several tools you can use to draw
shapes and symbols.

Once you have chosen an image,
place it close to the article. Be sure
to place the caption of the image
near the image.

This story can fit 75-125 words.

Selecting pictures or graphics is an
important part of adding content to
your newsletter.

Think about your article and ask
yourself if the picture supports or
enhances the message you’re trying 
to convey. Avoid selecting images
that appear to be out of context.

Inside Story Headline

Inside Story Headline

Inside Story Headline

procedures or improvements to the
business. Sales figures or earnings
will show how your business is
growing.

Some newsletters include a column
that is updated every issue, for in-
stance, an advice column, a book
review, a letter from the president,
or an editorial. You can also profile
new employees or top customers or
vendors.

This story can fit 100-150 words.

The subject matter that appears in
newsletters is virtually endless. You
can include stories that focus on
current technologies or innovations
in your field.

You may also want to note business
or economic trends, or make predic-
tions for your customers or clients.

If the newsletter is distributed inter-
nally, you might comment upon new

Today’s Word: 

“To catch the 

reader's attention,

place an interesting

sentence or quote

from the story

here.”

Caption describing
picture or graphic.

Caption de-
scribing pic-
ture or
graphic.
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If you have any prices of standard
products or services, you can
include a listing of those here. You
may want to refer your readers to
any other forms of communica-
tion that you’ve created for your 
organization.

You can also use this space to
remind readers to mark their
calendars for a regular event, such
as a breakfast meeting for vendors
every third Tuesday of the month,
or a biannual charity auction.

If space is available, this is a good
place to insert a clip art image or
some other graphic.

This story can fit 175-225 words.

If your newsletter is folded and
mailed, this story will appear on
the back. So, it’s a good idea to 
make it easy to read at a glance.

A question and answer session is
a good way to quickly capture the
attention of readers. You can
either compile questions that
you’ve received since the last 
edition or you can summarize
some generic questions that are
frequently asked about your or-
ganization.

A listing of names and titles of
managers in your organization is a
good way to give your newsletter
a personal touch. If your organiza-
tion is small, you may want to list
the names of all employees.

Caption describing
picture or graphic.

Primary Business Address
Your Address Line 2
Your Address Line 3
Your Address Line 4

Phone: 555-555-5555
Fax: 555-555-5555
E-mail: someone@example.com

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, Slippery Rock Branch

Your business tag line here.

This would be a good place to insert a short paragraph about

your organization. It might include the purpose of the organiza-

tion, its mission, founding date, and a brief history. You could

also include a brief list of the types of products, services, or

programs your organization offers, the geographic area covered

(for example, western U.S. or European markets), and a profile

of the types of customers or members served.

It would also be useful to include a contact name for readers

who want more information about the organization.

Back Page Story Headline

We’re on the Web!

example.microsoft.com


