
Outline/Brief notes for Lesson 14: “You Shall Be a Peculiar Treasure Unto Me”

MAIN POINTS and SCRIPTURES

1. The Lord provides manna, quail, and water for the people of Israel, despite their
murmurings

2. Importance of supporting leaders—Moses and the Amalekites

3. The Lord gives Moses the Ten Commandments, but the people immediately break
the law, and Moses breaks the tablets in anger. The Lord forgives the people (but
w/o the Melchizedek priesthood) and has to rewrite the commandments on new
tablets.

4. The Ten Commandments.

5. Types of Christ (Living water, the rock, manna plus the Last Supper, Gethsemene,
Christ’s Death and Resurrection)

Opening

The experiences of the Israelites while journeying in the wilderness can teach us important
lessons about our journey through mortality.

One important lesson is that we need to trust God to guide us and care for us as he did the
Israelites.

After the miracle of the parting of the Red Sea, the people soon started murmuring.

VOLUNTEER to READ Exodus 15: 22-24:

Exodus 15
22 So Moses brought Israel from the Red sea, and they went out into the wilderness of aShur•;
and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water.
23 ¶ And when they came to aMarah•, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were
bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah.
24 And the people amurmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink?

What is murmuring? Seems to be a pretty human thing to do—Is there anything wrong with
murmuring?

Neal A Maxwell said:



Murmuring seems to come so naturally to the natural man. It crosses the scriptural spectrum of
recorded complaints. We need bread. We need water. (See Num. 21:5.) The needed military
reinforcements did not arrive. (See Alma 60.) “Why did we ever leave Egypt?” (See Num.
11:20.) “Why did we ever leave Jerusalem?” (See 1 Ne. 2:11.) Some, perhaps understandably,
murmured over persecution by unbelievers, and others even murmured over what the name of
Christ’s church should be. (See Mosiah 27:1; 3 Ne. 27:3–4.) Most ironically, the coming forth
of more scripture from God was to cause murmuring. (See 2 Ne. 29:8.) . . . . A basic cause of
murmuring is that too many of us seem to expect that life will flow ever smoothly, featuring an
unbroken chain of green lights with empty parking places just in front of our destinations! . . . .

In pondering these and various other examples of murmuring, several other things become
obvious. First, the murmurer often lacks the courage to express openly his concerns. If the
complaint concerns a peer,the murmurer seldom follows Jesus’ counsel, “Moreover if thy 
brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he
shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.” (Matt. 18:15.)
Second, murmurers make good conversational cloak holders. Though picking up no stones
themselves, they provoke others to do so.
Third, while a murmurer insists on venting his own feelings, he regards any response thereto as
hostile. (See 2 Ne. 1:26.) Furthermore, murmurers seldom take into account the bearing capacity
of their audiences.
Fourth, murmurers have short memories. Israel arrived in Sinai, then journeyed on to the Holy
Land though they were sometimes hungry and thirsty. But the Lord rescued them, whether by the
miraculous appearance by quail or by water struck from a rock. (See Num. 11:31; Ex. 17:6.)
Strange, isn’t it, brothers and sisters, how those with the shortest memories have the longest lists 
of demands! However, with no remembrance of past blessings, there is no perspective about
what is really going on.1

Sending the manna for the people was pretty amazing! In addition to satisfying the people’s 
hunger, what were some other purposes of sending manna?

--would show the Lord whether his people would obey him
--would give the people daily reminders of the Lord’s power and love
--would teach the people that they do not live “by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of the Lord” (Deut. 8:3)
--would humble the people and help them receive salvation

write something like these items on the board:
TEST
DAILY REMINDERS
TEACH THEM the LORD’s WORD
HUMILITY

SOMEONE READ Exodus 17: 1-7
1 AND all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of aSin•, after
their journeys, according to the commandment of the LORD, and bpitched•in Rephidim: and
there was no water for the people to drink.

1 Neal A. Maxwell, “Murmur Not,” Ensign, Nov. 1989, 82



2 Wherefore the people adid•chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink. And
Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye btempt•the LORD?
3 And the people thirsted there for water; and the people amurmured against Moses, and said,
Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our
cattle with thirst?
4 And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall I do unto this people? they be almost
ready to stone me.
5 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of the elders of
Israel; and thy arod•, bwherewith•thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go.
6 Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt asmite•the brock•,
and there shall come cwater•out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of
the elders of Israel.
7 And he called the name of the place aMassah•, and bMeribah•, because of the cchiding•of the
children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not?

So we see how the Lord provided for his people again with the water and the rock! Even after
they murmured again.

THEN we see how the Amalekites began to make war with the Israelites:

SOMEONE READ Exodus 17: 11-12

11 And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let
down his hand, Amalek prevailed.
12But Moses’ hands awere•heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat
thereon; and Aaron and Hur bstayed•up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the
other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun.

What do these verses teach us?

Importance of supporting leaders. They have heavy responsibilities, just like Moses had. What
were some of Moses’ responsibilities? 
--judge
--guide
--mediator btw God and people
--teacher
--lawgiver
How can we support and sustain our leaders today?

SOMEONE READ Exodus 19: 5-6

5 Now therefore, if ye will aobey my voice indeed, and keep my bcovenant, then ye shall be a
cpeculiar dtreasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine:
6 And ye shall be unto me a akingdom of bpriests, and an choly•dnation. These are the words
which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.



Refer to or read excerpt on flyer about the Hebrew word segulluh, today’s word. 

We mentioned “lawgiver,” so let’s talk about that part of the scriptures today:

We all know what happens next in Exodus. Without actually reading it all, would someone
please summarize the events that happened next?

 people are afraid to see Lord, lots of thunder, lightning
Moses goes up to Mt. Sinai, Lord tells him commandments, writes them himself on stones
Meanwhile people are impatient, decide to make a golden calf, party too much, forget Lord
Moses comes down, gets really mad, breaks tablets and goes back up to Mt. Sinai, asking

another chance for the people, Lord says ok, but makes Moses write new set of tablets.

mention how the Wikipedia online has a pretty extensive overview on the 10 commandments
from various religion’s points of view.2 There’s an interesting commentary about the 
Mohammeden view of the commandments.

Do you know what the 10 commandments are, without looking?

(could compare to the Islamic version—relate to how universal these are:)
President Joseph Fielding Smith once said:
“. . . the influence exerted upon civilization for good that has come out of the inspired teachings 
in the law and the prophets has mellowed and enlightened not only the Christian and
Mohammedan worlds, but to a large degree the world of paganism. Israelite jurisprudence,
formulated and proclaimed by Moses through divine guidance, has had a greater uplifting power
upon the nations than the combined influence of all other ancient nations. Greek and Roman
influence and culture have given to the world much in the arts, but the moral and religious
influences, the love of right an justice or wrong and oppression, the love of home and the unity
of family have come from the inspired teachings of the prophet of Israel and these would have
been abundantly greater had the people remained humble and obedient to these inspired
teachings and had they been fully willing to forsake the pleasures and evils of the world.”3

Since this week is Easter week, I want to end the lesson by calling attention to the “types” of 
Christ we find in just these scriptures alone: How is each one like Christ?

 Living water
 the rock
manna

Finally,we need to remember these commandments, Christ’s sacrifice and Atonement and how 
many ways the Lord helps us remember his promises and sacrifices for us.

2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ten_Commandments (trivia learned from site: Cecil B. DeMille was responsible for
putting up hundreds of these monuments as a publicity stunt for his 1956 movie The Ten Commandments with
Charleton Heston)
3 The Restoration of All Things, Joseph Fielding Smith, p. 136 (reference courtesy of Bill Beardall’s lesson notes)




